The microdosimetry of low-energy photons in radiotherapy.
Low energy photons are more and more in use in clinical practice, for treatment in radiotherapy as well as for imaging purposes. Their relative biological effectiveness is however still debated. In this paper, some microdosimetric parameters have been calculated for different sources: (125)I, (103)Pd, (131)Cs, an electronic brachytherapy source and various clinical mammography X-ray qualities. These parameters have been used to deduce the quality factors as defined in ICRU 40.